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National Youth Championships 2026 
(Showjumping, Dressage, Eventing) 

Selection Policy 
(Version 2) 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. This policy should be read in conjunction with the Master Selection Guidelines, version 
one, effective 1 August 2025. 

1.2. The Hong Kong, China Equestrian Squad (the “Squad”) for the National Youth 
Championships (the “Championships”) in Showjumping, Dressage, Eventing disciplines will 
be nominated by the Equestrian Federation of Hong Kong, China (“EFHKC”).  
 

1.3. The Championships will be organized by the Chinese Equestrian Association (“CEA”). The 
Championships will run in accordance with the rules of and regulations of the CEA. 

 
 

2. AIM FOR THE POLICY 
2.1. The specific aim of this selection policy (the “Policy”) is to select rider / horse combination, 

along with reserves to the Squad that will deliver the best possible results for Hong Kong, 
China at the National Youth Championships, and to prepare riders for the 2nd National 
Student (Youth) Games of the People's Republic of China. 
 
 

3. CONFIDENTIALITY 
3.1. It is vitally important for the integrity of the Policy that riders, owners, team coach, 

performance managers, HKEPP team staff, selectors, staff and associated parties practice 
at all times a high degree of confidentiality relating to information which may have a 
bearing on selection. All confidential information, conversations and discussions will be 
identified as such. Any person who breaks this confidentiality will be removed from the 
process. 

 

4. SELECTION PANEL 
4.1. Selection will be undertaken by the EFHKC Training and Selection Sub Committee (“TSSC”). 

 
4.2. All members of the TSSC are appointed by the Board of EFHKC and will be free from all 

vested interests / conflicts of interest, in so far as is possible. 
 

4.3. The Executive Director of the EFHKC will maintain a register of conflicts of interest and all 
members of the TSSC will declare any potential or perceived conflicts as soon as they arise. 
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In the instance of identified conflict of interest, selectors will abstain from the selection 
process. 
 

4.4. Each member of the TSSC will have equal voting rights. Decisions must be reached by a 
majority. In the event of no majority vote being reached, the final decision will be made by 
the EFHKC Executive Committee.  
 

4.5. All those involved in selection will act throughout the process with integrity, honesty and 
will use their discretion to select rider / horse combinations on to the Squad, having due 
regard for the selection Policy set out below. 
 

4.6. Other advisors will be used as required (e.g. Team Coach or Hong Kong Equestrian 
Performance Plan (HKEPP) personnel). To avoid conflict, these advisors will not have a vote 
in the selection decision. 

 
5. CHANGE TO THE SELECTION POLICY 

 
5.1. The TSSC will have the right in exceptional circumstances to amend or change the Policy 

where necessary at any time in order to fulfil the objectives of the Policy. The amended 
Policy in its entirety will be communicated to all athletes who are in contention for 
selection and the new Policy will be published on the EFHKC website. 

 
6. ELIGIBILITY FOR CONSIDERATION 

 
6.1. The rider/horse must satisfy the requirements set by the CEA, as well as criteria detailed 

below, before they can be considered. In general, this includes: 
 
• Rider must be an EFHKC member; 
• Rider must be an HKSAR passport holder; 
• Rider and horse must meet the eligibility criteria outlined in the rules and regulations 

set forth by the CEA. 
 

7. COMPETITION FORMAT 
 
7.1. The competition format will be announced by the CEA and shared by EFHKC to all 

members when become available. The competition format is subject to change by the 
CEA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hkef.org/eng/membership/membership/join-as-member.html
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8. SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
8.1. The TSSC will take the following criteria into account in making their selections decisions 

for team competition. The below criteria are ranked in order of priority:  
 

8.1.1 Result of the rider / horse combination in competitions recognized by the CEA 
at the same level (or above) of the Championship. Recent performance will take 
precedent over historical performance; 
 

8.1.2 Result consistency of the rider / horse combination or the rider at the same 
level as the Championships; 

 
8.1.3 The opinion of the Team Coach on the athlete’s suitability for this competition; 

 
8.1.4 The fitness and soundness of the horse. The advice of the team veterinary 

surgeon or another appointed veterinary surgeon will be sought. Veterinary 
history will be taken in to account; 
 

8.1.5 Results of the horse with other riders at the same level (or above) as the 
Championships; 
 

8.1.6 The performance of the rider in previous Championships and their ability to 
perform under pressure; 
 

8.1.7 The willingness of the rider to compete at competitions / events identified by 
the Team Coach as important for assessing performance; 
 

8.1.8 The willingness of the rider and their owners, grooms, coaches, or other 
individuals to contribute positively to the Squad environment, the objective of 
the selection Policy and to abide by the Code of Conduct. 

 
8.2 The TSSC will take the following criteria into account in making their selections decisions 

for Individual competition with unlimited quota: 
 

8.2.1 Result of the rider / horse combination in competitions recognized by the CEA 
at the same level (or above) of the Championship within the past 12 months.  
 

8.2.2 Result consistency of the rider / horse combination or the rider at the same 
level as the Championships; 
 

8.2.3 In the event a rider/horse combination lacks the results described in 8.2.1 and 
8.2.2, or where the horse is leased or borrowed, the combination must 
demonstrate competence at the required level and provide evidence that the 
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proposed horse(s) are suitable. Video evidence requirements by discipline are 
as follows: 

 
Jumping: Video of the proposed horse / rider combination, ideally in 
competition, high-quality training videos will also be considered. Any videos 
must include jumping a course of fences with at least one related distance and 
double at the competition heights. 
 
Dressage: Video of the proposed horse / rider combination performing the 
team competition / individual qualifier dressage test used in the Championship. 
 
Eventing: Video or results demonstrating the proposed horse/rider 
combination’s competence in each phase: 

• Dressage: Performance of the same test used in the Championship; 
• Show jumping: Training/competition over a course of fences including a 

related distance and double at 110cm or above; 
• Cross-country: Demonstrate competence at the cross-country level of 

the championship. 
 

8.2.4 The opinion of the Team Coach on the athlete’s suitability for this competition; 
 

8.2.5 The fitness and soundness of the horse. The advice of the team veterinary 
surgeon or another appointed veterinary surgeon will be sought. Veterinary 
history will be taken in to account; 
 

8.2.6 Results of the horse with other riders at the same level (or above) as the 
Championships; 
 

8.2.7 The performance of the rider in previous Championships and their ability to 
perform under pressure; 
 

8.2.8 The willingness of the rider to compete at competitions / events identified by 
the Team Coach as important for assessing performance; 
 

8.2.9 The willingness of the rider and their owners, grooms, coaches, or other 
individuals to contribute positively to the Squad environment, the objective of 
the selection Policy and to abide by the Code of Conduct. 

 
9. SELECTION PROCESS 

 
9.1. Selection: The TSSC will meet (either in person or virtually) or vote by remote electronic 

methods in order to select the Squad and reserves as required. The TSSC may be briefed 
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by the HKEPP staff or other relevant coaches as to the athlete’s or horse’s fitness for 
selection and suitability for the competition levels.  
 

9.2. Veterinary Matters: As part of the selection process the advice from the Team Veterinary 
Surgeon or another appointed Veterinary Surgeon will be taken into consideration.  
Where required, there may be an official inspection of the horses where a blood and / or 
urine test may be taken, along with other assessment methods. This inspection will be 
compulsory and failure to comply may result in removal of the horse from the team, 
except in exceptional circumstances. Athletes are expected to facilitate open 
communication between their own Veterinary Surgeon and the Team Veterinary 
Surgeon. 
 

9.3. Anti-doping, controlled medications and limb sensitivity testing: As part of the selection 
process, horses may be randomly tested for the presence of controlled medications or 
prohibited substances as detailed in the FEI Equine Anti-Doping and Controlled 
Medication Regulations in force at the time of testing. They may also be subject to 
random limb sensitivity assessment. Athletes are to ensure owners of their horses will 
consent to the testing and assessment. In the instance of failing to provide a sample (for 
whatever reason) or to reject assessment, the combination will become ineligible for 
selection. Results and any subsequent investigations will be taken in to account when 
making selection decisions.   

 

10. GENERAL SELECTION TIMELINE 
 
10.1. The selection timeline will be communicated to athletes who expressed interested, based 

on the entry timeline announced by the CEA. Generally, the selection timeline is expected 
to be as follows: 
 

10.2. 1 April 2026: Initial Expressions of Interest – athletes to express interest with all possible 
combinations to EFHKC. 

 
10.3. 12 days before the definite entries: Final Expressions of Interest & Information 

Submission – athletes are required to submit final expressions of interest to EFHKC, 
including all possible combinations and all required information for selection 
consideration. 

 
10.4. 8 days or before the definite entries: TSSC Selection - the date by which the TSSC will 

make selection. 
 

10.5. 6 days or before the definite entries: Selection Decisions Notified to Athletes - Athletes 
will be informed of the selection results. 
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10.6. Date to be announced by CEA: Definite entries – the date by which athletes are required 
to submit final entries on the CEA entry platform 

 
11. POST SELECTION 

 
11.1. Maintaining Form: Rider should note that selection decisions are subject to the rider / 

horse combinations retaining fitness / performance (see substitution below). Once a rider 
/ horse combination has been selected they must maintain a suitable training or 
competition programme as agreed with the EFHKC and Team Coach. 
 

11.2. Substitution: The TSSC may substitute a selected combination for a reserve, and/or de-
select any combination in the event that he/she fails to adhere to this Policy or Horse or 
Rider are deemed to be unfit to compete at any point. 

 
Substitution with another horse: If a horse selected for an individual competition is 
injured on-site, the rider must obtain prior approval from the Team Coach before 
substitute another horse. 
 
If a horse selected for the team competition is injured and no team reserve combination 
has been designated by TSSC, the rider’s reserve horse (if available) may replace the 
injured horse with prior approval from the Team Coach. 
 

11.3. Withdrawal: In the event that a selected horse or rider is deemed to no longer be 
suitable for the event (either for horse welfare, safety, veterinary or medical reasons, or 
for a rider or connection not complying with the Code of Conduct, the TSSC may 
withdraw the combination from the competition(s) at any point. In such case, any horse, 
rider, or combination deemed unsuitable by the TSSC will no longer be eligible to 
participate in the competition in any capacity. 
 

11.4. Team Running Order: The Team Coach will decide the Team running order (where 
applicable) and will inform riders accordingly. The Team Coach and Chef d’Equipe may 
make amendments to the Team running order if deemed necessary to do so. 
 

11.5. In the case of a horse being considered unable due to veterinary reasons to compete or 
unable to compete to the performance standard anticipated, it may be substituted. This 
decision will be made by the TSSC following an examination by the Team veterinarian and 
in consultation with the relevant Team Coach and Chef d’Equipe. 

 

12. CODE OF CONDUCT 
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12.1. Riders and other accredited personnel will be required to sign and abide by any EFHKC 
generated agreements and /or abide by codes of behaviour for the Equestrian Squad 
during the competition. 

12.2. Riders and their support teams are expected to behave at all times in a manner that does 
not bring the sport, the EFHKC, their supporters or the HKSAR Government in to 
disrepute. 

 
13. COMMUNICATION 

 
13.1. Publication of the Policy: The Selection Policy will be placed on the EFHKC website and 

distributed by email to all athletes in contention for selection. The Master Selection 
Guidelines, Terms of Reference for Handling of Conflict of Interest and Terms of 
Reference for Appeal Panel, version one, effective 1 August 2025 are available on 
EFHKC website. 

 
13.2. Point of Contact 

 
13.2.1. Enquiries about the Selection Policy can be made in writing to the Sports 

Manager of the EFHKC. 
 

13.2.2. The point of contact for athletes who are considering selection and wish to discuss 
their intended competition plans will be the Executive Director of the EFHKC. 

 

14. RETENTION OF DOCUMENTS 
 

14.1. All documents relating to the selection process, including scores, results, meeting 
minutes, selection related emails, reasoning for decisions, appeal records etc. shall be 
retained by the EFHKC for 8 years following completion of the event. 

 
15. APPEALS PROCESS AND PROCEDURES 

 
15.1. Refer to the Master Selection Guidelines and Terms of Reference for Appeal Panel, 

version one, effective 1 August 2025. 
 
 

END 
 

 

 

https://www.hkef.org/eng/hong-kong-team/hkef-selection-mechanism-for-hong-kong-team-and-riders/selection-criteria-for-hong-kong-team-and-riders.html
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